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Welcome to the tenth Bulletin of the Canadian Network for Human Health and the Environment! 

Visit us at: www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca
If you have new information that would be useful to others on any aspect of human health and the environment, please forward it to us for inclusion in the next Bulletin: barb.mackinnon@nb.lung.ca. The deadline for the next Bulletin is July 10, 2009.


CONFERENCES

1st North-American Life Cycle Conference
29 September to 2 October - Boston, USA
This year’s theme is ‘toward the global life cycle economy’. We seek new and original work related to this and other LCA topics. The conference will feature special sessions on land use and biofuels, regionalization of LCA inventory & impact models, coordination of North American LCI database initiatives, integrating LCA and other sustainability tools, Social Life Cycle Assessment, Dynamic and temporal modeling in LCA, Uncertainty management and communication in LCA, Footprinting (carbon, water, energy, or other) and LCA for financial market assessment.

Organizers: American Center for Life Cycle Assessment (ACLCA), CADIS and ITAM (Mexican LCA centers) SETAC North America and UNEP

Website : http://lcacenter.org/LCA9/index.html.  


GENERAL

Ministers of the Environment and Health Seek Comments

Notices with respect to the Batch 6 substances of the Challenge were published in the Canada Gazette Part I, Vol. 143 No. 22 on Saturday, May 30, 2009. The draft screening assessment reports and risk management scope documents for these substances were released for the mandated 60-day public comment period as well. 

The public has until July 29, 2009 to submit written comments on the draft screening assessment reports and the risk management scope documents to the Minister of the Environment and to the Minister of Health. Following that 60-day public comment period, the comments will be considered, and the reports revised as necessary. 

Two of the 18 substances assessed in Batch 6 were proposed harmful to human health and/or the environment; one as harmful to human health and one as harmful to the environment. The draft screening assessment reports for these substances, and the risk management scope documents for the two substances that are proposed harmful to health and/or the environment are available on the Chemical Substances Web site at: http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/en/.  

You may obtain paper copies of any of the screening assessment reports or risk management scope documents by contacting Andrea Marchylo at 613-952-9376 or by email at andrea_marchylo@hc-sc.gc.ca.

Diploma Program in Environmental Health Offered at McMaster University

Environmental Health is a challenging field of research and policy that links the natural, health and social sciences and the worlds of academia, business, labour, government and community groups. The relationships between human health and environment are, however, multidirectional with human health and well-being issues having consequences for the state of the environment. The Diploma Program will provide skills and knowledge for understanding and professional practice in such an interconnected world. For more information or to apply, please visit: http://www.mcmaster.ca/mieh/education/diploma.html. 
Environmental Toxicants Guide Available   

This Guide provides the most current information and research available for performing risk assessments on exposed individuals and populations, giving guidance to public health authorities, primary care physicians, and industrial managers. It reviews current knowledge on human exposure to selected chemical agents and physical factors in the ambient environment. The Guide updates and revises the previous edition, in light of current scientific literature and its significance to public health concerns. It also includes new chapters on: airline cabin exposures, arsenic, endocrine disruptors, and nanoparticles. For more information, please visit:   

http://www.researchandmarkets.com/product/dc433b/environmental_toxicants_hum. 


HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Chemicals Management Plan News


The Governor in Council has announced, in the Canada Gazette, Part I, a proposed Order Adding Toxic Substances to Schedule 1 to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 for Bisphenol A, a substance in Batch 2 of the Challenge. To view the complete announcement, please visit: http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot_2_e.html. 

The Governor in Council has announced, in the Canada Gazette, Part I, a proposed Order Adding Toxic Substances to Schedule 1 to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 for four substances in Batch 3 of the Challenge. To view the complete announcement, please visit: http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot_3_e.html. 


The Governor in Council has announced, in the Canada Gazette, Part I, a proposed Order Adding Toxic Substances to Schedule 1 to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 for eight substances in Batch 2 of the Challenge. To view the complete announcement, please visit: http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot_2_e.html. 

The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health published 9 notices in the Canada Gazette, Part I, concerning the draft screening assessment reports for the 18 substances in the sixth batch of substances identified under the Challenge component of the Chemicals Management Plan. To view the complete announcement, please visit: http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot_6_e.html. 
Preschoolers Who Lived in Homes Using Gas Appliances Scored Lower on Cognitive Tests and Had a Higher Likelihood of Exhibiting Inattention Behaviors Than Those in Homes Without Gas Appliances, Finds a Recent Study. 

The effects on memory, verbal skills and the coordination of complex behaviors were greater when more gas appliances were used in the homes. They were also more pronounced in children with a certain gene type involved with the detoxification of toxic exposures. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/gas-appliances-linked-to-lower-cognition-and-attention. 

More Stain Repelling Chemicals Found in Inuit's Traditional Food Than in Store Foods
Traditional and locally harvested foods contribute more persistent, stain-repelling compounds to the native Inuit diet than packaged food that is imported and sold at the local stores, report researchers who analyzed and compared exposures from the two food sources. The estimated PFC exposure of the Nunavut Inuit studied is similar to levels measured in Canadians and Europeans. Yet, no universal health standards are set for PFC exposure, so the health impacts are unclear. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/inuit-traditional-foods-a-higher-source-of-pfcs-than-store-foods.
Tough Drinking-Water Standard Proposed 
An Ontario panel recommends the world's strictest limits for the amount of cancer-causing tritium considered safe. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/tough-drinking-water-standard-proposed/article1175482/.

In Search of Shelter
The impacts of climate change are already causing migration and displacement. Although the exact number of people that will be on the move by mid-century is uncertain, the scope and scale

could vastly exceed anything that has occurred before. People in the least developed countries and island states will be affected first and worst. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.ciesin.columbia.edu/documents/clim-migr-report-june09_media.pdf.
Bioelectricity Outruns Biofuels

Employing bioelectricity to power battery-electric-vehicles rather than cellulosic ethanol to power internal-combustion-engines can produce an average of 81% more kilometres as well as 108% more emissions offsets per area of cropland. To view the full article, please visit:
http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/futures/39013. 

Ice in the Environment: Connections to Atmospheric Chemistry

A quantitative physical understanding of the interactions of snow and ice with trace gases is critical for predicting the effects of climate change on atmospheric composition, for the interpretation of ice core chemical records, and for modeling atmospheric chemistry. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.iop.org/EJ/abstract/1748-9326/3/4/045004. 

Aerosol-Cloud Interactions

The recent attention paid to global climate change has shown that clouds can have a considerable effect on the Earth's climate and that one of the most uncertain aspects in their formation, persistence, and ultimate dissipation is the role played by aerosols. This highlights the need for researchers in both disciplines to interact more closely than they have in the past. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.iop.org/EJ/abstract/1748-9326/3/2/025002. 

Wind Energy

Wind energy is rapidly growing. In 2006 the installed generating capacity in the world increased by 25%, a growth rate which has more or less been sustained during the last decade. And there is no reason to believe that this growth will slow significantly in the coming years. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.iop.org/EJ/abstract/1748-9326/3/1/015001. 

Global Impacts of Particulate Matter Air Pollution 

Even in well-studied, data-rich regions of the United States and Europe, understanding ambient particulate matter (PM, aka aerosols) remains a challenge. Atmospheric aerosols exhibit chemical heterogeneity, spatial and seasonal variability, and result in a wide range of health impacts (mortality, respiratory disease, cardiovascular disease, eye irritation, and others). To view the full article, please visit: http://www.iop.org/EJ/abstract/1748-9326/2/4/045026. 

Tropical Deforestation and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Carbon emissions from tropical deforestation have long been recognized as a key component of the global carbon budget, and more recently of our global climate system. Tropical forest clearing accounts for roughly 20% of anthropogenic carbon emissions and destroys globally significant carbon sinks. Global climate policy initiatives are now being proposed to address these emissions and to more actively include developing countries in greenhouse gas mitigation.  To view the full article, please visit: http://www.iop.org/EJ/abstract/1748-9326/2/4/045021. 

Five Emerging Issues for Chemicals Management

During the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM2), held from 11-15 May 2009, in Geneva, Switzerland, delegates identified five emerging issues: perfluorocarbons, access to information on chemicals used in products, hazardous substances in old electronic equipment, nanomaterials, and lead in paint. To view the complete report, please visit: http://www.iisd.ca/vol15/enb15175e.html#emerging. 
Sea Ice, Climate Change, and Community Vulnerability in Northern Foxe Basin, Canada

Inuit communities in the Canadian Arctic are directly affected by these changes, with dramatic change in sea ice conditions documented in recent years. We use a case study from the Inuit community of Igloolik to examine the processes and conditions shaping human vulnerability to sea ice change. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.int-res.com/articles/cr_oa/c038p137.pdf. 

Climate Change and Malaria in Canada: A Systems Approach

This article examines the potential for changes in imported and autochthonous malaria incidence in Canada as a consequence of climate change. Drawing on a systems framework, we qualitatively characterize and assess the potential direct and indirect impact of climate change on malaria in Canada within the context of other concurrent ecological and social trends. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=2648659.
Still Digging Up Exxon Valdez Oil, 20 Years Later

Twenty years since the Exxon Valdez tanker ran aground in southeastern Alaska on March 24, 1989, spreading an 11-million-gallon crude-oil inkblot into Prince William Sound, the formerly pristine coastal waters once again appear clean and untouched. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1902333,00.html.

 

Inuit Village Blames Climate Change for Strange Events

The fish changed colour. New bird species were spotted. Two bridges were wiped out by a once-in-a-lifetime flood that forced villagers to dump sewage into their pristine waters. The locals say strange things happened last year in this snow-peaked, sapphire-watered hamlet by the Arctic Circle. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.660news.com/news/national/more.jsp?content=n042099920.

Study: Dioxin Pollution May Explain Why as Many as 6 Million Women Can't Breast-Feed Their Babies
As many as 6 million mothers worldwide are unable to either initiate breast-feeding or produce enough milk, leaving them and their children without the option of the most natural, nutritious diet available for the first months of life. A new study suggests a novel, and disturbing reason why some mothers have trouble breast-feeding: dioxin pollution inhibits the normal growth of breasts during pregnancy. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.thedailygreen.com/print-this/environmental-news/latest/breast-feeding-dioxin-47061002.
 

Quebec Town Demands Compensation for Tainted Water
Residents of a small town in Quebec are asking Ottawa for millions of dollars in compensation to deal with groundwater contaminated by toxins used at a nearby military base. The federal government has already spent more than $30 million trying to find the town of Shannon, Que., a new water source after tests showed the existing source was contaminated by trichloroethylene, or TCE, a metal degreaser. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2009/06/10/quebec-valcartier-contamination.html.
 

Canada Better Than U.S. and Mexico at Reporting Industrial Pollutants: Study

The United States and Mexico might consider emulating Canada when it comes to public reporting of industrial pollutants that are released into the air or water or transferred for disposal or recycling, suggests a new report. The study released Wednesday by Montreal's Commission for Environmental Co-operation found a 57 per cent increase between 1998 and 2005 in the number of Canadian facilities that publicly report on industrial pollution. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.metronews.ca/halifax/Canada/article/243414--canada-better-than-u-s-and-mexico-at-reporting-industrial-pollutants-study
Well Water Should Be Tested Annually to Reduce Health Risks to Children
Private well water should be tested yearly, and in some cases more often, according to new guidance offered by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). The recommendations call for annual well testing, especially for nitrate and microorganisms such as coliform bacteria, which can indicate that sewage has contaminated the well. To view the complete release, please visit: http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2009-05/nioe-wws052209.php. 

Latest Trinational Report Presents Most Complete Picture of North American Industrial Pollution 

Ninety percent of the 5.5 billion kilograms of toxic pollutant releases and transfers reported in North America in 2005 can be traced to about 30 substances from 15 industrial sectors across the United States, Canada and Mexico. Taking Stock 2005, released today by the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, represents the most complete picture of pollution reporting from North American industrial facilities ever assembled. To view the complete report, please visit: http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=2503. 

Friends of the Earth Canada Releases First Annual Score Card on Environmental Rights

On the eve of World Environment Day, Friends of the Earth Canada releases its first annual Score Card of Environmental Rights available in law to the people of Canada. In the face of inadequate action by governments to protect our climate, water and other environmental assets, FOE assessed the rights available to individuals in Canada to take action to protect the environment. Friends of the Earth determined that nine out of 13 political jurisdictions fail to provide adequate environmental rights to individuals residing in that jurisdiction. To view the complete release, please visit: http://foecanada.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=391&Itemid=2. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Ouranos is a Quebec-based consortium working on climate change issues. See their employment opportunity in the French section.
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