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Welcome to the eleventh Bulletin of the Canadian Network for Human Health and the Environment! 

Visit us at: www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca
If you have new information that would be useful to others on any aspect of human health and the environment, please forward it to us for inclusion in the next Bulletin: barb.mackinnon@nb.lung.ca. The deadline for the next Bulletin is August 14, 2009.

GENERAL

Publication Announcing the Tenth Release of Technical Information Relevant to Challenge Substances 

The Government of Canada released its Chemicals Management Plan on December 8, 2006. An important part of this Plan is the Challenge initiative, which aims to address approximately 200 substances in commerce in Canada identified as the highest priorities for action that safeguards the health of Canadians and the environment. These chemical substances will be assessed within a three year timeframe. Every three months batches of 12-20 substances will be released to industry and stakeholder groups for a 6-month call for information. 

Batch 10 of the Challenge was launched on Saturday, June 20, 2009. Please see the list of substances below. For the complete information on this batch please consult the Government of Canada’s Chemical Substances website at the following link: http://www.chemicalsubstances.gc.ca/. 

In addition, three notices regarding the Launch of Batch 10 were published in the Canada Gazette, Part I on June 20, 2009.  These include: 

A Notice of the tenth release of technical information relevant to substances identified in the Challenge, which announces the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health’s release of the technical documentation relevant to the 12 substances identified as Batch 10 of the Challenge; 
A Notice with respect to Batch 10 Challenge substances, pursuant to paragraph 71(1)(b) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA), for which every person to whom this notice applies is required to comply with this notice within the time specified in the notice; and 
A notice of identification of the eleventh batch of substances in the Challenge.  Technical documentation on the 16 substances assigned to the eleventh batch is planned for September 2009. 

The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health are also challenging interested parties to submit additional information, including a Challenge questionnaire on the extent and nature of the management/stewardship practices of batch ten substances by December 17, 2009. 

A Chemical Reaction Movie to Premiere at the Toronto Film Festival in September

The film tells the story of the historic court case of Hudson v. Spraytech & ChemLawn in 2000-2001 and talks about Canada's leading role in advancing the cause of banning toxic pesticides since then. The film also touches on the impacts that chemical exposures can have on children's health. The trailer can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTcvO-o8NTA. The film's web site is www.pfzmedia.com.
2009 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement Biennial Meeting
Visit our Biennial Meeting website for information about the IJC's next Biennial Meeting that will take place on October 7-8, 2009, at the St. Clair Centre for the Arts in Windsor, Ontario.
The IJC holds a Biennial Meeting every two years to hear from scientists and the public about issues relating to the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, and to assist the Commission with preparing its Biennial Report on the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. To view complete details, please visit: http://www.ijc.org/en/home/main_accueil.htm.


HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS

U.S. Climate Bill, U.N. Pact Seen More Likely In 2010

The U.S. energy bill may not pass until next year, which could also delay an agreement to extend the Kyoto Protocol on cutting global greenhouse gas emissions until 2010, experts said on Thursday. To view the complete article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/53334. 

Hormone Experts Worried About Plastics, Chemicals

Hormone experts said on Wednesday they are becoming worried by a chemical called bisphenol A, which some politicians say they want taken out of products and which consumers are increasingly shunning. They said they have gathered a growing body evidence to show the compound, also known as BPA, might damage human health. The Endocrine Society issued a scientific statement on Wednesday calling for better studies into its effects. To view the full article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/53333. 

Air Pollution and Asthma
Invisible particles hang in wait, primed to spread their toxins to the next victim who dares to breathe, laugh or sigh. Despite efforts to clean up our air, pollution remains a serious health problem. To view the full article, please visit:
http://physician-assistant.advanceweb.com/editorial/content/editorial.aspx?CC=2911.

 

Antibiotics, Antimicrobials and Antifungals in Waterways
Antibiotics, antimicrobials and antifungals are seeping into the waterways of North America, Europe and East Asia, according to an investigation published in the peer-reviewed journal Environmental Health Perspectives. Authored by Université de Montréal and Environment Canada researchers, the review found that consumption of anti-infectives for human and agriculture use contributes to their release into the environment and even into drinking water. To view the full article, please visit: http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/yournews/39463. 

Lake Superior Fish Meet Contamination Risk
The largest, deepest and coldest Great Lake holds another distinction — the highest levels of the contaminant toxaphene in the region and possibly anywhere in the world. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.southbendtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090614/News01/906140451/1011/News.
 

POPs Blood Levels Down in a Sample of Pregnant US Women
First time expectant mothers in the US have much lower blood levels of selected persistent organic pollutants than women did before the chemicals' ban and restrictions on use and emissions. Blood levels of some of the most dangerous compounds are decreasing in people since they were regulated some 40 years ago, finds a study comparing first time pregnant women from two different generations. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/pops-blood-levels-down-in-pregnant-women/.

 

Weed Killer Kills Human Cells. Study Intensifies Debate Over 'Inert' Ingredients
Used in yards, farms and parks throughout the world, Roundup has long been a top-selling weed killer. But now researchers have found that one of Roundup’s inert ingredients can kill human cells, particularly embryonic, placental and umbilical cord cells. The new findings intensify a debate about so-called “inerts” - the solvents, preservatives, surfactants and other substances that manufacturers add to pesticides. Nearly 4,000 inert ingredients are approved for use by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/roundup-weed-killer-is-toxic-to-human-cells.-study-intensifies-debate-over-inert-ingredients.
Ont., Feds Pledge $103M to Clean Up Abandoned Radar Sites in Northern Ontario
Aboriginal leaders welcomed an agreement announced Monday between the federal and Ontario governments to clean up 16 abandoned Cold War radar sites in northern Ontario at an estimated cost of more than $100 million. The province will provide $73 million to clean up toxic materials at all 16 radar sites along the coasts of James Bay and Hudson Bay, while Ottawa will contribute up to $30 million to help clean up 11 of the most highly contaminated stations. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.google.com/hostednews/canadianpress/article/ALeqM5jDszulbeCS8k8cz4DlGChUntSeSA.

The Carbon Capture Conundrum 

The technology known as CCS has been touted as the next major advance for an oil sands industry that appears to be on a collision course with governments' determination to battle climate change. In their struggle to soften Canada's reputation as a source of “dirty oil,” federal and provincial governments have placed a big bet on CCS, with plans to pump more than $3-billion into the technology. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/the-carbon-capture-conundrum/article1180418/.
Recession Decreases Oil Demand: May Lower CO2 Emissions

Oil consumption is expected to fall this year, for the second year in a row. PFC Energy, a consulting firm, expects a drop to 1.1 million barrels a day in oil demand this year, followed by a modest recovery in 2010 led by developing nations. But the analysts caution that the growth in demand is unlikely to return to the annual average levels seen in 2003-7, of 1.6 million barrels a day. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/10/business/energy-environment/10oil.html?_r=1&th&emc=th. 

Mohawk Men: PCBs in Native Foods May be Reducing Testosterone 
For two decades, the Mohawk Nation's Akwesasne territory has been turned into a human laboratory for studying the health effects of industrial chemicals. The latest finding? Low testosterone levels in men. Researchers say the contamination of the Mohawk has universal ramifications. The study provides the first human evidence that PCBs block male hormones. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/mohawks-and-pcbs.

The Arctic Thaw Could Make Global Warming Worse

The melting Arctic is releasing vast quantities of methane. How big is this greenhouse threat? What can be done? To view the full article, please visit: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=the-peril-below-the-ice. 

 

Study: Toxins Found in Scents
The fumes that waft from top-selling air fresheners and laundry products contain dozens of chemicals, including several classified as toxic or hazardous, says a University of Washington study published recently. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.ajc.com/services/content/printedition/2008/08/09/scents.html. 

Feds Playing Chicken with Canadians' Health: Agency

Antibiotics injected into poultry and eggs to reduce the spread of infection may be making people less susceptible to important antibiotic treatment, says the Public Health Agency of Canada. The agency says Health Canada should ban the use of cephalosporins in agriculture because - although the drugs are effective in reducing the spread of illness in animals - they were not intended to be used in farming, and the effects of eating animals treated with the antibiotics are unknown. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.montrealgazette.com/Health/Feds%20playing%20chicken%20with%20Canadians%20health%20agency/1706424/story.html. 

Radiation Leaking at Double the ‘Action Level’: Safety Official Concerned About Tritium Released Into Air From Chalk River. 

Low-level radiation seeping into the Ottawa Valley from the disabled nuclear reactor at Chalk River is double the “action level” at which officials must respond to control the situation, a new Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission document shows. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Technology/Radiation%20leaking%20double%20action%20level/1710602/story.html. 

 

Canada's 'Toxic Secret' Soon to be Made Public
Environmental groups have long called the tailings lakes in the Alberta oil sands Canada's toxic secret, but companies operating there will soon be required to disclose exactly what pollutants are there. In April, a federal court ordered Ottawa to make the mining industry release a complete inventory of what material they release into the environment. Now companies in the oil sands will also have to comply, CBC News has learned. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.cbc.ca/canada/edmonton/story/2009/06/18/edmonton-oilsands-tailings.html. 
 

New Diesel Trucks and Buses Cut Soot and Smog More Than 90% 

For decades, diesel trucks and buses have spewed large amounts of soot, smog-causing gases and carcinogens into the air. But new diesel engines are more than 90 percent cleaner than a few years ago, far exceeding the emission reductions required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, according to a new independent study released Thursday. Data show new diesel technologies are working even better than expected. To view the complete article, please visit:
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/cleaner-trucks-and-buses. 
Canada to Pull Plug on ‘Rubber Duck' Chemicals 
Health Canada plans to ban the “rubber duck chemicals,” six compounds widely used in the manufacture of soft plastic children's toys, after similar restrictions in the United States and the European Union. Scientists have raised alarms about the compounds, known as phthalates, because they may block the production of testosterone, a critical male hormone. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/canada-to-pull-plug-on-rubber-duck-chemicals/article1190526/.

 

Next-Generation Risk Assessment 

The Environmental Protection Agency is strongly considering revamping how it performs chemical risk assessments. Many advocates for change say the current system for ensuring the safety of chemicals is broken and EPA needs to do something radical to fix it. To view the complete article, please visit: http://pubs.acs.org/cen/government/87/8725gov1.html. 
 

Management Measures that Keep Unwanted Pests Out of Buildings and Apartments Can Control Cockroaches and Their Associated Allergens Better Than Traditional Pesticide Sprayings. 

This is the first study to show how a one-time, low cost visit by professionals can effectively reduce the insects' populations for up to six months. Sealing cracks and using bait traps--rather than periodic pesticide applications--to control the pests lowers people's indoor exposures to unhealthy toxic chemicals and allergens that can lead to asthma. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/nonpesticide-control-works-best-on-nyc-cockroaches/. 
Chemotherapy for the Soil
Methyl bromide is the California strawberry grower's dream chemical. Injected into the soil with a specialized tractor, it acts like both chemotherapy and steroids for strawberries. Not only does it kill every potential pathogen, it boosts the plants' vigour and yield. Problem is, it's highly toxic. Listed as a "category one acute toxin" by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, it attacks the nervous system. Every year, hundreds of people report headaches, sore throats and burning eyes after a nearby field is treated. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.thestar.com/news/insight/article/654219.

More Evidence Links Pesticides to Parkinson's 

A new study confirms the link between on-the-job pesticide exposure and Parkinson's disease, and suggests that certain insecticides may be particularly risky. Parkinson's disease is a degenerative brain condition in which dopamine-producing cells in the brain gradually die off or malfunction. To view the complete article, please visit:
http://www.reutershealth.com/archive/2009/06/19/eline/links/20090619elin001.html.

Government of Canada Releases Environmental Sustainability Indicators for 2008

The overall conclusion of this year's report is that while water is of high quality in many areas and the ground-level ozone and greenhouse gas indicators show slight signs of improvement in recent years, air quality, water quality and greenhouse gas emissions continue to be of concern. To view the complete report, please visit: http://ec.gc.ca/indicateurs-indicators/default.asp?lang=en&n=A073189E-0. 
Victory in the Amazon

Thousands of indigenous people from the Amazon jungle of Peru accomplished the unthinkable early this month. Their movement to save the Amazon and their communities forced the Peruvian government to roll back implementing legislation for the U.S.-Peru Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that would have opened up the vast jungle to transnational oil and gas, mining, and timber companies. To view the complete article, please visit: http://americas.irc-online.org/am/6206. 

Obama's Drive For Climate Change Bill Hits Delay

As President Barack Obama encouraged world leaders meeting in Italy to intensify the fight against global warming, legislation to cut U.S. emissions of greenhouse gases suffered a delay in the Senate on Thursday. The leading Senate committee responsible for developing the climate change legislation has delayed by at least a month its crafting of a bill, leaving less time for Congress to fulfill Obama's desire to enact a law this year. To view the full article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/53717.

Study: Children Susceptible to Pesticides' Health Effects Until Age 7 

A new study suggests yet more reason kids are more susceptible to the harmful effects of harsh chemicals: Their bodies have yet to produce significant quantities of a detoxifying enzyme that helps adults rid their bodies of organophosphate chemicals, a class of chemicals that includes many pesticides. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.thedailygreen.com/environmental-news/latest/pesticide-childrens-health-47062503.
 

Seagrass Losses Reveal Global Coastal Crisis-Study 

A global study of seagrass, which can absorb large amounts of planet-warming carbon dioxide, found that 29 percent of the world's known seagrass had disappeared since 1879 and the losses were accelerating. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSSYD467573.
 

Permafrost Melting a Growing Climate Threat -Study 

The amount of carbon locked away in frozen soils in the far Northern Hemisphere is double previous estimates and rapid melting could accelerate global warming, a study released on Wednesday says. To view the full article, please visit:
http://www.reuters.com/article/africaCrisis/idUSSP458218.

Many Floors In U.S. Homes Have 'Measurable' Levels Of Pesticides
Insecticides used in and around homes - including products voluntarily removed from the market years ago - were measured on the floors of U.S. residences, according to the first study large enough to generate national data on pesticide residues in homes. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/06/090622165737.htm. 


MEDIA RELEASES

EPA Announces Public Health Emergency in Libby, Montana: EPA to Move Aggressively on Cleanup and HHS to Assist Area Residents with Medical Care 
WASHINGTON – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson today announced the agency has determined that a public health emergency exists at the Libby asbestos site in northwest Montana. Over the past years, hundreds of asbestos-related disease cases have been documented in this small community, which covers the towns of Libby and Troy. The announcement was made today at a joint press conference with Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and U.S. Sens. Max Baucus and Jon Tester. 

To view the full release and background information, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/libby. 

EPA Issues Clean Energy Guidebook To Help States Save Money, Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
WASHINGTON - EPA today released a first-of-its-kind guide to help states save money and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by adopting clean energy practices in their facilities, operations and vehicle fleets. EPA’s Clean Energy Lead by Example Guide helps states identify key strategies, resources and tools best-suited to their energy needs. Each strategy has been tested and is proven to be cost effective. The guide was created as part of EPA’s State Climate and Clean Energy Program, which assists states in developing and implementing clean energy policies and climate change solutions. To access the guide, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/RDEE/documents/gta/guide_action_full.pdf.  

Leading International Climate Scientists call on World Leaders for Global Emissions Peak by 2020: Action by scientists including Canadian Climatologist Gordon McBean underscores urgency of national progress and global negotiations 
07/07/09 – A group of the world’s top climate scientists today called on the leaders of the world’s major economies to adopt strong measures to address climate change, including a peak in global emissions before 2020. In a letter addressed to Ministers and Heads of State attending this week’s G8 summit and Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate in Italy, the climate scientists, including several senior government climate science advisors, make specific requests for policy action and warn that failure to reduce emissions presents “unacceptable risks.” The scientists are calling for action from world leaders whose nations represent around 70% of global carbon abatement potential. To view the complete release, please visit: http://canadianclimateaction.wordpress.com/2009/07/08/media-advisory-leading-international-climate-scientists-call-on-world-leaders-for-global-emissions-peak-by-2020/. 
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