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Welcome to the seventh Bulletin of the Canadian Network for Human Health and the Environment! 

Visit us at: www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca
If you have new information that would be useful to others on any aspect of human health and the environment, please forward it to us for inclusion in the next Bulletin: barb.mackinnon@nb.lung.ca. The deadline for the next Bulletin is April 10, 2009.


GENERAL

Clean Air Partnership Offers Newsletter

Interested individuals/organizations may register to receive regular newsletters from the Clean Air Partnership. For details, please visit: http://www.cleanairpartnership.org. To register for the newsletter, please send an email to: newsletter@cleanairpartnership.org. 

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Oregon Program May Become the Standard for Healthy Child Care Environments

A program in Oregon that endorses child care providers who strive to reduce a wide range of environmental toxins - including pesticides and lead - is the first of its kind in the U.S., according to the Statesman Journal. The program, initiated in Salem by The Oregon Environmental Council in 2005, is now expanding to seven additional states and is slated to become the model for national environmentally sound child care. To learn more, please visit:

http://www.oeconline.org/our-work/kidshealth/ehcc/EHCCChecklist. 

Prevent Cancer Now Launches New Website

Prevent Cancer Now began with a long distance telephone discussion among 15 Canadians in various parts of the country in December 2004. We decided that Canada needed a bold new initiative to focus on primary cancer prevention, to balance costly, seemingly endless searches for cancer cures, and attempts to control cancer through more widespread screening and early diagnosis. In 2007, after finalizing our constitution and bylaws, Prevent Cancer Now was legally incorporated. Visit the new site at: http://preventcancernow.ca/.

Cancer Prevention Network Warns of Growing Incineration Trend in Canada

Together, cancer, in its various forms, and heart disease, are responsible for the majority of deaths in Canada. It makes infinite sense therefore, to limit the exposure of Canadians to cancer causing chemicals. One such source of exposure is as a result of the combustion of solid waste.  Dioxins and furans - persistent organic pollutants - are amongst the 200 or more chemicals, which have a range of health effects, including cancer, that are found in the emissions from this disposal option.
To learn more go to
http://preventcancernow.ca/main/issues-actions/stop-incineration
 http://preventcancernow.ca/main/issues-actions/stop-incineration/sign-our-position-statement
Decisive Precautionary Action in Ontario with Final Proclamation of Law Banning Cosmetic Pesticide Use
CELA joins colleagues in the environmental movement, the child care sector, environmental health professionals, and progressive public health officials in celebrating passage of Ontario's bold and visionary leadership in banning the use and sale of pesticides for cosmetic purposes - those pesticides used simply to maintain the appearance of lawns and gardens. This new law enjoys very strong public support derived directly from concern about that reality of multiple chemical exposures and wanting to see a precautionary response - eliminating exposures where and when we can. For more information, please see: CELA’s media release; Banning Cosmetic Use of Pesticides - CELA's on-line collection of materials in support of province-wide ban; Hudson, Quebec Pesticide By-law - CELA's on-line collection of materials related to the Supreme Court of Canada Decision on Municipal Powers to Set By-Laws; Ministry of Environment banning pesticides page.

Tests find Bisphenol A in majority of soft drinks
Controversial chemical found in at least 84% of canned pop sold in Canada. For the full text article, please visit: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20090304.wbpacans0305/EmailBNStory/National/home.    

Poverty Measures Need Measuring
A look behind the wall of numbers that represent the modern poverty debate. Senior Policy Analyst David Seymour's column examines the devils in the detail of poverty numbers. For more information, please see: http://www.fcpp.org/main/publication_detail.php?PubID=2584. 

The Definition of Poverty
A Frontier Policy Series paper on the challenge of properly measuring poverty. Senior policy analyst David Seymour examines the devils in the detail of poverty numbers. Visit http://www.fcpp.org/main/publication_detail.php?PubID=2583 for more information.

Forced Entry - How Government Came to Dominate Welfare
Today’s welfare state is not the only way to solve the problems of inequality, unstable income, and the need for healthcare and education. Understanding how the welfare state came to be and what it replaced enables a much more imaginative poverty debate than we currently have. Senior Policy Analyst David Seymour discusses how governments crowded out civil society models of education, healthcare and welfare policy in a new Frontier Policy Series study. Please see http://www.fcpp.org/main/publication_detail.php?PubID=2534 for more information.

Associations between indoor environmental factors and parental-reported autistic spectrum disorders in children 6–8 years of age. 

The paper describes the results of a study undertaken as part of a larger project devoted to the connection between properties of the indoor environment and asthma and allergy in young Swedish children. To access the full article, please visit: [image: image1.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuro.2009.01.011" \t "doilink" doi:10.1016/j.neuro.2009.01.011. 

Frontline Knowledge Explorer: Share Your Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Experiences

The frontline knowledge explorer is a collaborative initiative by four leading climate change knowledge service providers committed to developing new ways of working together and with others to meet the challenges of climate change. For more information or to join, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/frontlineknowledge.

Environmental Enforcement Act Introduced by Government

Last week, the Federal Government introduced Bill C-16 The Environmental Enforcement Act, which proposes to amend the fines, sentencing provisions and enforcement tools of six Environment Canada administered statutes and three Parks Canada administered statutes. The Bill also introduces a new Act – the Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Act, which would authorize the use of administrative monetary penalties for infractions under several environmental Acts. An overview of the Bill is available at 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=714D9AAE-1&news=2ADA2898-0852-46C6-97CF-C27DF9FF8D00&utm_source=RCEN+E-Bulletin&utm_campaign=a216e5119c-3_11_2009&utm_medium=email
EPA Releases Comprehensive Database on Environmental Chemicals 

EPA has released a new online database that collects information on more than 500,000 man-made chemicals from over 200 public sources. The Aggregated Computational Toxicology Resource (ACToR) database allows access to hundreds of data sources in one place, providing a new level of transparency and easy access for environmental researchers, scientific journalists and the public.  Sources of information include EPA, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, U.S. National Institutes of Health, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and other federal agencies; state databases, Health and Environment Canada, the European Union, the World Health Organization and other international groups; and non-governmental organizations, private companies and universities.
http://actor.epa.gov/actor

MEDIA RELEASES
Canada's First Occupational Cancer Research Centre Launched 

Health and workplace safety organizations, businesses, and labour groups joined forces with a common goal of reducing workplace cancer, and officially launched Canada's first centre dedicated solely to research in occupational cancers. The Occupational Cancer Research Centre will be charged with improving knowledge and evidence to help identify, prevent and ultimately eliminate exposures to cancer-causing substances in the workplace. For the complete release, please visit:  

http://www.cancercare.on.ca/english/home/about/newsroom/newsreleases/ocrclaunch/.

Defining Poverty
Canadians and particularly journalists are constantly bombarded with statistics about poverty, in this media release about a new Policy Series Paper David Seymour looks at where the numbers come from. Saskatchewan's Senior Policy Analyst steps into the murky world of poverty statistics and gives some warnings about losing focus on the real problem of poverty. To see the full text, please see:

http://www.fcpp.org/main/publication_detail.php?PubID=2566.

Ontario’s Cosmetic Pesticides Ban

Ontario's cosmetic pesticides ban will take effect April 22, 2009. The requirements of the ban are detailed in Ontario Regulation 63/09 and the Pesticides Act, which was amended by the Cosmetic Pesticides Ban Act, 2008. For more information, please visit: http://news.ontario.ca/ene/en/2009/03/ontarios-cosmetic-pesticides-ban.html?utm_source=RCEN+E-Bulletin&utm_campaign=a216e5119c-3_11_2009&utm_medium=email.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
Third World Health Organization Conference

The upcoming third World Health Organization International Conference on Children's Health and the Environment will take place in Busan, Korea June 7-10, 2009.   A call for abstracts has been published with a submission date of March 1. The theme of the conference is “From Research to Policy and Action.” The aim is to increase the recognition of children's environmental health needs and provide a platform for the exchange of scientific information and research efforts, as well as to promote child protective policies. Information of the conference and abstract submission is available at:

www.ceh2009.org.
___________________________________________________________________________
Positions Available

Seeking Candidates for Position of EHAO President
The Environmental Health Association of Ontario is looking for a new president. Our current president of five years, Linda Nolan-Leeming, is stepping down to dedicate her volunteer time to the demanding job of steering Safe Housing Ottawa. We need a capable person in the Ottawa area to assume the role of EHAO President, with special emphasis on the Ottawa region and membership services, as soon as possible. You would have support from the Executive, a part-time Executive Director, and other volunteers, and there will be a three-month transition period for easing in. If you feel you have the qualities required and would like to make a valuable contribution to our wonderful, dynamic organization, or if you have someone to suggest, please contact president@ehaoffice.ca. 
Spécialiste « Impacts et adaptation » Coordonnateur gouvernemental

Ouranos est un consortium sur la climatologie régionale et l’adaptation aux changements climatiques. Il développe avec ses partenaires et ses collaborateurs le savoir nécessaire au développement de stratégies d’adaptation pour permettre au Québec de faire face aux changements climatiques anticipés. 
 
Ouranos est à la recherche d’un spécialiste pour le volet « Impacts et adaptation », lequel agira à titre de représentant du gouvernement du Québec dans la mise en œuvre d’une programmation spécifique pour différents enjeux. Le lieu de travail sera la Ville de Québec au Bureau des changements climatiques du Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs. Des déplacements fréquents à Montréal sont prévus. 

La période de financement de l’action 26 du Plan d’action gouvernemental sur les changements climatiques dans lequel s’inscrit le poste est de quatre ans , soit 2009 à 2013. La durée de l’emploi porte sur cette période mais sera initialement d’un an renouvelable.

Fonctions de base essentielles : 

· Élaborer en concertation avec les représentants du gouvernement du Québec et d’Ouranos une programmation de recherche et développement sur les thèmes suivants : biodiversité et écosystèmes, eau, enjeux municipaux, agriculture ;

· Participer à la rédaction de propositions de projets à l’attention des organes décisionnels et des partenaires directement concernés ; 

· Agir à titre de coordonnateur gouvernemental des comités de pilotage pour chacune de ces thématiques ; 

· Assurer le suivi des projets initiés et la cohérence entre les thématiques et les autres projets d’Ouranos en Impacts et adaptation ; 

· Assurer la qualité des liens de communication entre les ministères participants et Ouranos ;    

· Coopérer avec la responsable du dossier de l’adaptation au Bureau des changements climatiques afin d’assurer l’arrimage avec les orientations ministérielles;  

Formation et expérience requises :
· Formation minimale de 2e cycle universitaire dans le domaine de l’environnement,

· Connaissances et expérience de travail en impacts et adaptation aux changements climatiques au Québec ou à l’étranger, 
· Expérience particulière en gestion de projet serait un atout.
Compétences et aptitudes recherchées et démontrées :
· Connaissance du français et connaissance pratique de l’anglais ;

· Aptitudes à travailler efficacement avec des équipes scientifiques ou techniques ;

· Esprit de synthèse et d’initiatives, autonomie ;

· Excellente facilité relationnelle et capacité de communication ;

Excellente

Rémunération :

Compétitive, selon formation et expérience 

Lieu de travail :

675, boul. René-Lévesque Est, 6e étage, Québec 

Application :
Au plus tard le 31 mars 2009

Veuillez faire parvenir votre CV et une lettre de motivation à :Ouranos inc., « Poste Impacts et adaptation », 550, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, 19e étage, Montréal, H3A 1B9 ouressources.humaines@ouranos.ca, Objet : « Poste Impacts et adaptation_représentant gouvernemental»

_____________________________________________________________________________

