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Welcome to the eighth Bulletin of the Canadian Network for Human Health and the Environment! 

Visit us at: www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca
If you have new information that would be useful to others on any aspect of human health and the environment, please forward it to us for inclusion in the next Bulletin: barb.mackinnon@nb.lung.ca. The deadline for the next Bulletin is May 14, 2009.


GENERAL

Health Promotion Clearinghouse Offers E-Bulletin

The HPC bulletin, offered twice monthly, includes information for those who work in health promotion and contains general health notices, conference information and other resources. Although much material is geared to Nova Scotia, there are also Canadian and international announcements and information. For details, please visit: http://www.hpclearinghouse.ca.

Child Indicators Research Journal Available

Child Indicators Research presents measurements and indicators of children's well being and their usage within multiple domains and in diverse cultures. It features data resources, analysis of the data, exploration of theoretical issues, and information about the status of children, as well as the implementation of this information in policy and practice. The journal explores how child indicators can be used to improve the development and well being of children. To view the journal, please click on the link: http://www.springerlink.com/content/1874-897X. 

OECD Newsletter Now Available

To view the current Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) newsletter, please visit: http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/54/12/42200066.pdf.  

The New Economics Foundation Releases National Accounts of Well Being

To download the report or for further information, please visit: http://www.nationalaccountsofwellbeing.org/learn/download-report.html. 

Aboriginal Health Abstracts Database Available

An excellent resource for those searching for health information as it relates to Aboriginal populations, the Aboriginal Health Abstracts Database can be accessed at: http://www.nearbc.ca/aboriginalhealth.


HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Latest Trends in Canada’s Environment 

Environment Canada released the fourth annual results of the Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators (CESI) Initiative. CESI is produced by Environment Canada in partnership with Health Canada and Statistics Canada, and supported by provincial and territorial contributions.

The CESI initiative provides indicators to track Canada’s performance on three issues of concern to Canadians: air quality, water quality and greenhouse gas emissions. The fourth annual initiative builds on previous releases in 2005, 2006 and 2007. Key findings at the national level are as follows: 

Air quality: Nationally, ground-level ozone exposure increased approximately 11% from 1990 to 2006. However, the increasing trend in annual ozone exposures has slowed in recent years. No trend was detected in fine particulate matter (PM2.5) exposure from 2000 to 2006.

Water quality: Water quality at almost half of monitoring sites in southern Canada is rated as “good” or “excellent.” 

Greenhouse gases: Emissions in 2006 were 22% higher than in 1990. Emissions peaked in 2004 at 743 megatonnes and then declined by 3% from 2004 to 2006. 

The redesigned CESI Initiative website  ( www.ec.gc.ca/indicateurs-indicators ) presents information in a more concise and less technical manner, identifies links to key social and economic pressures and drivers, as well as individual or household behaviour, enables viewing and searching of local and regional information via maps and, for the first time, compares Canada’s performance with that of other selected countries. 

Workshop Report from "Workshop on Chemicals Management - What is REACH All About" Now Available

The report provides an overview of the presentations given, contains some reference material and summaries of questions and discussions during the workshop. To view the report, please visit: http://pollutionprobe.org/Happening/pdfs/REACH-jan09/Final_Report.pdf.   

Canadian Cancer Society Offers Information about Environmental Contaminants

To view easy-to-understand information regarding specific environmental contaminants such as asbestos, BPA, pesticides and radiation among other topics, please visit: http://www.cancer.ca/canada-wide/prevention/specific%20environmental%20contaminants.aspx?sc_lang=en. 

GoodGuide Offers Info on Safety of Household Products

GoodGuide (beta) provides the world's largest and most reliable source of information on the health, environmental and social impacts of the products in your home. For more information, please visit the site at: http://www.goodguide.com.  
CIELAP’s Spring Sustainability Brief Includes:

· Options Paper and background papers on the review of Ontario's Waste Diversion Act

· Bringing Local Food Home: Legal, Regulatory and Institutional Barriers to Local Food
· Achieving Resilient Agricultural Systems: Innovation, People and Partnerships - Workshop Proceedings

To view the entire brief, please visit: http://cielap.org/newsletter_spring09.html. 

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) International Releases List of 'Highly Hazardous' Pesticides 

PAN is a network of over 600 participating nongovernmental organizations, institutions and individuals in over 90 countries working to replace the use of hazardous pesticides with ecologically sound and socially just alternatives. To view the list of highly hazardous pesticides, please visit: www.pan-germany.org.

Safe Chemical Management in School
The Environmental Protection Agency and its partners are making kindergarten through grade 12 schools safer places to learn, work, and play with the release of a new educational video, Safe Chemical Management in Your School.
In kindergarten through grade 12 schools across the nation, students and school personnel use chemicals every day to learn, to create and to maintain facilities. But when chemicals aren’t carefully managed, they can put students and school personnel at risk from spills, fires and other accidental exposures.  

Building Capacity in Evaluation Outcomes: A Teaching and Facilitating Resource for Community-Based Programs and Organizations

 

Building capacity in evaluating outcomes: A teaching and facilitating resource for community-based programs and organizations provides 93 activities and materials for practitioners working in and with community-based programs to use in building the capacity of individuals, groups, and organizations in evaluating outcomes. It provides, in one place, a complete set of practical resources that can be readily used or modified when working with community-based programs. For additional information, please click on the above links.

Stakeholders Discuss Sound Management of Chemicals in North America

Members of the public, experts and government representatives met on April 1-2 in San Antonio, Texas to discuss new directions and details on a strategic approach to trilateral chemicals management in Canada, Mexico and the United States.

The two-day meeting, hosted by the CEC’s Sound Management of Chemicals Working Group, is an annual event that focuses on understanding and addressing stakeholders’ perspectives on chemicals’ management and risk reduction issues. For more information about the conference, please visit: http://www.cec.org. 

______________________________________________________________________________

NEWS ARTICLES

New Ontario Law to Target Toxic-Chemical Use, Sources Say

The Ontario government is planning to unveil legislation designed to coax companies into reducing their use of toxic chemicals, becoming the first province to do so, sources say.
The legislation, expected as early as tomorrow, would require businesses to tabulate the amount of dangerous compounds they use, report the results to the province and the public, and then develop plans to cut reliance on the harmful substances. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20090406.TOXIC06ART21332//TPStory/Environment. 

Ontario won't force companies to reduce use of toxic chemicals 

Ontario's plan to protect public health by cutting down on toxic chemicals won't force big businesses to curtail their use of the harmful substances or even set reduction targets, Environment Minister John Gerretsen said Tuesday. To read the full article, please visit:
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Environment/2009/04/07/9042811-cp.html. 
Leaden Blood Raises Risk of Heart Disease in Post-Menopausal Women

A new study in women 65 and older indicates that the more lead circulating in the blood of older women, the higher the likelihood these women will die prematurely. And residues in this population tended to be low — under 10 micrograms per deciliter of blood. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/42491/title/Leaden_blood_hikes_grannys_heart_risks. 
The High Cost of Blowing Smoke on the High Seas
Canada and the United States want ships to burn cleaner fuel when approaching the continent to reduce smog-related deaths. For details, please visit: http://www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca/pdf/ENVIRONMENTAL%20PROTECTION.pdf. 

On Thin Ice: Climate Change Happening Faster Than Expected

For most people, news of the ice melt was little more than a distant curiosity. But for climate scientists it was the scariest thing they had seen yet, and what's more it had caught them completely by surprise. A new development: Scientists believe the Wordie Ice Shelf has disappeared. For the complete article, please visit: http://www2.canada.com/montrealgazette/news/saturdayextra/story.html?id=cdba2d64-0803-478a-8e26-7ba82f5596fe. 

US White House Gets Global Warming 'Endangerment' Proposal

The US Environmental Protection Agency proposed an "endangerment finding" that could designate climate-warming greenhouse pollution a threat to human or environmental health, a White House website showed on Monday. The proposal, sent to the Obama administration on Friday, could pave the way for US limits on emissions that spur climate change. To read the full article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/52162. 
Some Articles of Interest from Environmental Research Newswire:

Stern Words http://tinyurl.com/ce5v9j. 

Blue Sky Research Reveals Trends in Air Pollution, Clears Way for New Climate Change Studies

http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/yournews/38255. 

Study Critiques Corn-for-Ethanol's Carbon Footprint

http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/yournews/38158. 

Early Warning System for Weather Patterns that may Trigger Health Problems

A physician and meteorologist duo from Canada have designed an early-warning system that takes forecasting to a new level by using scientific data to track how weather changes affect our health. MediClim.com is a free health-weather forecasting service that sends a local warning e-mail 24 hours prior to specific weather conditions that are likely to negatively impact your health. To read the full article, please visit: http://www.news-sentinel.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090413/LIVING/904130308. 

Effluent from Pulp and Paper Mills Discharged to Nearby Waters is Linked with Plummeting Fish Populations

In addition to decreasing fish populations, effluent also produces alterations in sex-hormone levels and physical characteristics of sex organs, and other changes such as reduced egg production. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca/pdf/Basu%20et%20al.%20ES%20and%20T.pdf

MEDIA RELEASES

Ouranos Presents the “Climate Change” Award at the 5th World Water Forum, in Conjunction with the International Water and Film Events, Held in Istanbul 

Montréal, March 18, 2009.  Ouranos, a consortium of experts in regional climatology and adaptation to climate change, presented the “Climate Change” award to director Jos de Putter, of the Netherlands, for the short film entitled Het verloren land (Before the flood), at the International Water and Film Events held in Istanbul, in conjunction with the 5th World Water Forum. 

 

These events are intended mainly to encourage international citizen co-operation and enhance public awareness of the challenges of water management, while encouraging the production of films on this theme. Ouranos is pleased to be taking part, as a way of promoting greater awareness and understanding of the extent of the adaptation issues related to climate change. This fiction film is set partly in Holland, in 2070, when many countries have been flooded.

 
Ouranos is a consortium that brings together some 250 scientists and professionals from different disciplines. Ouranos establishes its work objectives on the basis of issues and needs expressed by its members, i.e. universities, parapublic institutions and federal and Quebec government departments, grouped under a number of themes: public safety and secure infrastructures, energy supply, water resources, health, forestry, agricultural, mining, tourism and transportation operations, and protecting the natural environment.

EPA Names Priority Schools for Monitoring Toxic Outdoor Air Pollution 
Washington, D.C. – March 31, 2009.  In an unprecedented effort to help protect children from toxic air pollution around schools, EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson announced a list of schools that will undergo outdoor air monitoring. 

EPA, state and local agencies will work together to monitor air toxics around 62 schools in 22 states that are located near large industrial facilities or in urban areas. EPA identified these schools for monitoring based on information that raised questions about air quality. 
To learn more about this program and to view the list of schools that are part of the monitoring initiative, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/schoolair.

