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Welcome to the ninth Bulletin of the Canadian Network for Human Health and the Environment! 

Visit us at: www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca
If you have new information that would be useful to others on any aspect of human health and the environment, please forward it to us for inclusion in the next Bulletin: barb.mackinnon@nb.lung.ca. The deadline for the next Bulletin is June 12, 2009.


TELECONFERENCES

Announcing CHNET-Works! Fireside Chats May, June 2009
Hosted by Community Health Research Unit, University of Ottawa

Fireside Chats are FREE pan-Canadian discussions on pressing community health issues, for professionals from community health and issue-related sectors.
Participants join in via a toll-free Teleconference and access the visual presentation via Internet.
NO registration fees. NO travel costs. NO green house gas emissions.

For more information: www.chnet-works.ca 
To register for fireside chats: log in and then register for the 'chats'
Contact: animateur@chnet-works.ca 
Fireside Chats in May- June 2009:

Banning Garden and Lawn Pesticides - Advocacy Insights from Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
Date & Time: Wednesday, 20 May 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm (Eastern Time)

Preparing for emerging risks from vector-borne diseases (e.g. Lyme disease in Canada)
Date & Time: Friday, 22 May 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm (Eastern Time)

Climate Change and Health: Banning Plastic Bags - Inspiration from Leaf Rapids, Manitoba
Date & Ttime: Thursday, 4 June 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm Eastern Time


Climate Change and Health: Mapping Vulnerability to Extreme Heat
Date & Time: Wednesday, 10 June 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm (Eastern Time)


Environmental Health and Vulnerable Populations: Legal and Policy Implications
CELA - Canadian Environmental Law Association
Date & Time: Thursday, 11 June 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm (Eastern Time)


The Canadian Waterscape in a Changing Climate
Date & Time: Wednesday, 17 June 2009, 1:00pm - 2:30pm (Eastern Time)
GENERAL

Physicians for Social Responsibility Offers Free Online Continuing Education Course on Pediatric Environmental Health

Free 1.5 Credit Hours for: physicians, nurses, nurse practitioners and other health professionals. This online course is based upon PSR's Pediatric Environmental Health Toolkit and was developed by Greater Boston PSR in conjunction with the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry's (ATSDR) Division of Toxicology and Environmental Medicine and the University of California San Francisco Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit. To begin the course, please visit: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/emes/subtopic/pediatrics.html. 

Canadian Index of Wellbeing Launch

The CIW is a new and transformational initiative that will report on the wellbeing of Canadians. it will chart and provide unique insights into how Canadians' lives are getting better – or worse – in areas that matter: health, standard of living, quality of the environment, time use, education and skills, community vitality, civic engagement, and arts, culture & recreation. The launch will be held in Toronto on Wednesday, June 10 at St. Lawrence Hall at 8:00am. For more information on the Canadian Index of Wellbeing, please visit: http://www.atkinsonfoundation.ca/ciw. 

Earthchild Institute Launches Website

The Earthchild Institute is programmatic hub dedicated to the ‘children and environment’ of our world. This broad scope is based on the premise that any action taken to protect and restore the environment will benefit today’s children and future generations…and that children and young people who recognize the interconnectedness of all things and feel empowered in their own ability to think and act in harmony with the Earth will benefit the environment. A win-win scenario… empowering today for a sustainable tomorrow. To view the site, please visit: www.earthchildinstitute.org. 

New manual: Through the Eyes of a Child – First Nation Children’s Environmental Health 
This manual looks at some of the environmental issues that are affecting First Nation children on and off reserve. The information provided is intended to support service providers in addressing the environmental health concerns of their clients in a manner that is culturally sensitive and strength based. The manual includes background information, the impact on First Nation children, information about First Nation initiatives, recommended strategies, and parent handouts. The manual can be downloaded at no cost from either of these websites:
www.anishinabek.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=116&Itemid=32 or www.beststart.org/resources/env_action/index.html.

International Scientific Congress on Climate Change Report

The International Scientific Congress on Climate Change was held on 10-12 March 2009 in Copenhagen, Denmark. The preliminary conclusions from the Congress will be developed into a synthesis report that will be provided to the participants at the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP15) in December. The key findings from the Congress are available at

http://climatecongress.ku.dk/newsroom.

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Are Flame Retardants the Next DDT?

Exposure to a commercial mix made up of common flame retardants led to thinner eggshells, fewer hatchings and less successful reproduction in captive American Kestrels. The flame retardant chemicals may be contributing to declining numbers of this species in parts of North America. The new findings are similar to the well known effects that the now banned insecticide DDT had on predatory raptors during the middle decades of the last century. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/flame-retardants-next-ddt-for-kestrel.

Baby Male Monkeys Act More Like Female Infants After BPA Exposure in the Womb
A new study finds that exposure to bisphenol A in the womb causes infant male monkeys to behave more like infant females, highlighting a new and potentially important consequence of exposure to low doses of BPA. The species of monkey used in this study was chosen due to its similarity to humans. People are exposed to BPA–a chemical found in hard plastics–through food, water and some medical instruments. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/bpa-affects-male-infant-behaviors-in-monkeys.  

Non-Stick Chemicals Linked to Sperm Problems that May Affect Male Fertility

Common chemicals that repel stains and water are associated with fewer sperm in Danish men. Men with high levels of chemicals used as anti-adhesive, stain and water repellents had fewer normal sperms and a tendency for lower sperm concentration. This study is the first to evaluate the potential impact of exposure to chemicals known as perfluoroalkyl acids (PFAAs) on male fertility. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/pfcs-may-affect-sperm-male-fertility. 

Toenails Part of Study on Link Between N.S. Cancer Rates and Arsenic in Water
To most of us, the idea of handing over our toenail clippings in the cause of science might seem, well, a little weird. But for researchers trying to figure out why Nova Scotians have the highest overall incidence of cancer in the country - including among the highest rates of bladder and kidney cancer - toenails are serious business. That's because the nails can tell scientists whether residents have been exposed to arsenic, a naturally occurring metallic element found in rocks throughout the province that can find its way into drinking water. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.google.com/hostednews/canadianpress/article/ALeqM5ghiBe0MyDA8cEEHsBExdhr7CDtzQ. 

Nine Dangerous Chemicals Added To Global Banned List

Nine dangerous chemicals used in farming and industry will be added to a list of banned substances whose presence in the environment causes serious health risks, more than 160 governments agreed. The newly banned substances are: lindane, alpha hexachlorocyclohexane, beta hexachlorocyclohexane, hexabromodiphenyl ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether, tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether, chlordecone, hexabromobiphenyl and pentachlorobenzene. To view the full article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/52790. 

Canada-wide Strategy for the Management of Municipal Wastewater Effluent 

The Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment has developed a Canada-wide Strategy for the Management of Municipal Wastewater Effluent. The Strategy articulates the collective agreement reached by the 14 ministers of the environment in Canada to ensure regulatory clarity in managing municipal wastewater effluent under a harmonized framework. To view the strategy, please visit: http://www.ccme.ca/ourwork/water.html?category_id=81.

EPA Releases Stormwater Wet Pond and Wetland Management Guidebook

The "Stormwater Wet Pond and Wetland Management Guidebook," released by the US Environmental Protection Agency, describes maintenance and inspection practices for existing wet ponds and wetlands. The guide includes checklists for use during construction and routine maintenance of ponds/wetlands, and also includes a home owner pond inspection checklist. For more information, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/pondmgmtguide.pdf.  

No emergency in Remote First Nation Despite Health Concerns: McGuinty

Ontario won't declare a state of emergency in Attawapiskat despite complaints that noxious fumes are sickening residents in the remote aboriginal community, Premier Dalton McGuinty said Wednesday. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.google.com/hostednews/canadianpress/article/ALeqM5gfH_kYFaPfh8g9BvVgdmb3DPAc7Q. 
New Directions in Climate Change Vulnerability, Impacts, and Adaptation Assessment

"New Directions in Climate Change Vulnerability, Impacts, and Adaptation Assessment" is a summary of a US National Research Council workshop on the specific needs associated with the gap between the demand and supply of scientific information about climate change adaptation -

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12545. 

Aborigine, Inuit Tradition Can Fight Climate Change

Alaskan Inuits, Australian aborigines and Pygmies from Cameroon have a message for a warming world: native traditions can be a potent weapon against climate change. At a summit starting Monday in Anchorage, Alaska, some 400 indigenous people from 80 nations are gathering to hone this message in the hope that it can be a key part of international climate negotiations. To view the full article, please visit: http://planetark.org/wen/52498. 

Ontario to enact toughest pesticide ban in Canada

Ontario will enact the toughest rules in Canada when its pesticide ban takes effect today, a move that could land the province in the legal crosshairs of an international trade dispute.
Ontario is joining Quebec in restricting the use of pesticides, but its rules go further by prohibiting the sale and cosmetic use of more than 80 ingredients and 250 products, with few exceptions, experts say. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.thestar.com/article/621989. 

Lead from mom's bones influences baby's gene patterns

Lead released from a woman's bones during pregnancy can affect her developing baby's DNA in ways that can alter gene expression and possibly increase the child's lifelong susceptibility to disease. This is the first study to show that lead can influence genetic programming in human cells, and hence, gene expression, throughout life. To view the complete article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/prebirth-lead-exposure-affects-childs-genes-disease. 

Rats are Fat After Long-Term Exposure to Lower Levels of Atrazine

A new study with rats shows that long-term exposure to the common agricultural pesticide atrazine causes weight gain in animals fed normal diets and obesity in those fed high fat diets. The new results suggest a mechanism for prior studies that found an association between areas of the United States with heavy atrazine use and high obesity prevalence. To view the full article, please visit: http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/newscience/long-term-atrazine-exposure-may-lead-to-fat-rats.  

MEDIA RELEASES

Court Victory Forces Canada to Report Pollution Data for Mines

MiningWatch Canada and Ecojustice are hailing a landmark decision from the Federal Court of Canada released late yesterday that will force the federal government to stop withholding data on one of Canada's largest sources of pollution - millions of tonnes of toxic mine tailings and waste rock from mining operations throughout the country.

The Federal Court sided with the groups and issued an Order demanding that the federal government immediately begin publicly reporting mining pollution data from 2006 onward to the National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI). The strongly worded decision describes the
government's pace as "glacial" and chastises the government for turning a "blind eye" to the issue and dragging its feet for "more than 16 years." To read the complete release, please visit: http://www.miningwatch.ca/index.php?/npri/npri_victory_federal_court.

Toxic chemicals used in lice treatments, flame retardants, stain and water resistance, and old pesticides targeted for global elimination under UN Agreement: Canada urged to support findings from international experts to eliminate toxic chemicals
Chemicals used in treating head lice, an additive in flame retardants, chemicals to provide stain and grease resistant properties to various consumer products, and pesticides that have long been out of production will be targeted for global elimination at an upcoming United Nations meeting on persistent organic pollutants (POPs). These POPs have been detected far and wide in the Canadian environment, including the Great Lakes and the Arctic. For the complete media release, please visit: http://www.cela.ca/sites/cela.ca/files/MR%20090423.pdf.

Toxic Chemicals in your Living Room: Delegate Decisions Threaten the Integrity of the Stockholm Convention 

Government delegates to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) made the historic decision to add nine new chemicals to its list of substances that governments must control. However, the control measures approved for three of these chemicals listed are disturbingly inadequate and are inconsistent with the Convention’s objective, which is to protect human health and the environment. The three substances include two brominated flame retardants (pentaBDE and octaBDE) used in furniture foams and in electrical office equipment. The third is perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), a chemical used in manufacturing and consumer products. To view the complete media release, please visit: http://www.cnhhe-rcshe.ca/pdf/Toxic%20Chemicals%20in%20your%20Living%20Room.pdf. For background information on the chemicals listed, see the IPEN Guide to New POPs at http://www.ipen.org/ipenweb/documents/ipen%20documents/newpopbooklet_09.pdf.
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